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EGAMI Toshinori
The Report on Japanese Resource Libraries in Italy

Abstract: In December 2005, the author visited Italian Japanese resource libraries in Napoli, Rome, and
Venice, and surveyed their collections, operations, and activities and how they select, acquire and catalog
Japanese language materials. While the number of Japanese language learners appears to be on the
increase in Italy, there are very few libraries with large Japanese collections. Most libraries are operated
as a combined East Asian or Oriental collections and there are very few staff who can understand Japan-
ese. The author offers a number of examples of how improved services from Japan, such as including
Romanization in cataloging records or providing more information about getting interlibrary loan, can
help Italian Japanese resource libraries to serve their clientele better.
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